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WHAT IS THE WESTON AFC 
YOUTH ACADEMY?

W H Y  S H O U L D  I  J O I N ?

The Youth Academy is a post 16 sector-based training academy. We combine a unique blend of 
academic, playing and coaching experiences to prepare 16-18 year olds for University, employment 
and National League. The Youth Academy is a must for any player who is serious about fulfilling their 
potential.
 
An assessment of your academic capabilities and your football talent is required as places are offered 
based on performance in both.

Academic

Weston AFC, Insight Training and Churchill Academy have formed a new consortium to deliver a 
range of level 3 programmes including BTEC Sport and a wide range of A Levels. Churchill Academy 
has a reputation as a leading provider of Post 16 education. In July 2015 Churchill Academy was 
awarded Outstanding by Ofsted in their assessment of post 16 provision.

Employment 

The Weston AFC Youth Academy works closely with the SAS Community Trust who delivers many 
different projects in the local community. Opportunities to volunteer with them and gain valuable 
employment skills will be available. Your hours will also be rewarded with fully funded coaching 
awards, training kit and other benefits.

Football

We have a proven track record of academy players progressing into National League and 
for some, on to represent the senior England team at non-league level. Youth players train 
under the guidance of the first team coaching staff, so they are able to showcase their 
talent on a daily basis. 

We aim to get players senior experience either with our development squad or 
through our close links to clubs in the area.
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ACADEMIC

Web: westonsmareafc.co.uk

What can I study?

A range of courses are available. We offer BTEC Level 3 Sport (Development, 
Coaching & Fitness) as well as a range of A Levels. The BTEC information is 
below and the range of A Level courses available can be found in the Churchill 
prospectus.

How will learners be assessed?

Learners will be assessed through a variety of methods, adopting a diverse range 
of learning styles. The assessments are designed to blend industry related tasks 
and academic knowledge, enabling learners to demonstrate skills both as a 
capable student and an effective employee.

Entry requirements

 The course is available to 16-18 year olds currently not in education;

 5 GCSE’s C or above including Maths and English;

 An assessment of football skills is also required.
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WHERE DO I STUDY?

W H A T  C A N  I  H O P E  T O 
A C H I E V E  A N D  W H E R E  C A N 
I  E X P E C T  T O  M O V E  O N T O ?

The A Levels are delivered at Churchill and the BTEC Sport is delivered between the Churchill campus 
and Weston Football Club. Transport between sites is provided as part of the programme.

Sport and Leisure creates one in five new jobs in Britain, and in a variety of roles. With over 
2.5 million people already employed through sport and leisure, career opportunities open 
up in a range of vocations, such as; Personal Trainer, Fitness Instructor, Sports Coach, 
PE Teacher, Sport Development Officer, Leisure Manager, Nutritionist, Sport Psychologist, 
Sports Therapist, Physiotherapist amongst others. Achieving success on the course opens 
up real opportunities for employment and your work experience with SAS Community Trust 
will stand you out in the crowd.

The BTEC Extended Diploma is equivalent to 3 A Levels and meets the entry requirements 
for many Universities if that is your preferred next step.

Results reflect our continued success a A Level. The recent Ofsted inspection (July 
2015) of Churchill described Sixth Form provision as ‘Outstanding’, saying that 

‘students made outstanding progress at both A2 and AS Level’ and that ‘Teaching in 
the Sixth Form is outstanding’ where ‘expert subject knowledge’ is used to ‘challenge 
students and to support them to reach the very high targets set...’
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EMPLOYMENT

Web: westonsmareafc.co.uk

How can I build my CV on this programme?

By the time you have completed your two years with us you can expect to have 
a solid bank of work experiences that will make you stand out at job interviews 
and/or University applications. We offer the opportunity to take part in a variety 
of sport industry roles through the various community projects run by the SAS 
Community Trust. 

What benefits are there for me now?

The work experience with the SAS Community Trust counts towards your course 
grade and offers many benefits including funded coaching qualifications and 
training kit. The largest benefit of all is that it can lead straight into a job.

One of the main benefits of having a partnership with the Football Club, is 
that the players become coaches. Last year we added Dayle Grubb to our 

staff structure and we are delighted to be extending our the list to include Jacob 
Cane and Tristan Plummer. We also give the younger players an opportunity to 
work alongside us. You will often see Jake Llewellyn, Brad Ash, Dan Jackson 
and Syd Camper amongst others regularly helping out...’
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ACADEMY FOOTBALL

Web: westonsmareafc.co.uk

All academy players will receive at least 4 hours of training a week and will 
represent Weston AFC in various competitions including the FA Youth Cup. 
Players will receive advice on injury management, nutrition, fitness and 
psychology to accompany the technical session. We have also built a fixture 
programme to play against Professional Clubs and other National League Clubs.

Players will work in close quarters with the first team squad and opportunities 
to progress into the development squad and first team are encouraged for those 
ready to make the step up.

Where is it held?

Training is held on Churchill’s 3G as well as at the Woodspring Stadium training 
pitches. Matches are hosted at the Woodspring Stadium on the first team pitch.

What will it cost?

For those choosing to bolt on additional work experience hours, there are no 
costs. For those wishing to make payments the FA Level 1 Coaching Award is 
£120 and the travel and training wear is £130. This includes, tracksuit, polo 
t-shirt, socks, shorts, training t-shirt and quarter zip jumper. These are supplied 
through NK Sports via the club shop at the Woodspring Stadium. 

Interested?

Places on this programme are limited as it is an elite programme looking to 
prepare the most talented young people in North Somerset for a career in sport. 
Once a conditional offer is made you must do everything you can to achieve the 
entry requirements for your chosen academic course.

Pre-season will begin in July and will include three training sessions a week. 
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WHO IS THE LEAD ACADEMY 
COACH?
Ryan Northmore - Ryan joined the club in 2002 having already played professionally for 
Torquay United, Woking, Yeovil Town and Team Bath. He went on to make over 200 
appearances in the first team and picked up many personal honours along the way. 
Ryan has a degree in Coach Education & Sports Performance and Sports Management. 

Ryan is a qualified teacher, UEFA A Licence coach and Director of Football at Weston 
AFC which includes overseeing the first team as well as the Academy programme.

It was my dream to be a professional footballer and I was lucky enough to reach 
that goal but my playing career was cut short. It was my formal education that got 

me into University and then into employment as a teacher, so I could have a career after 
being a footballer. 

It’s important to follow your dreams but not at the expense of a sound education. Our 
programme is blended together by sport industry employers and leading educators who 
know what it takes to carve out a career in sport.
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ACADEMY FUTSAL

Web: westonsmareafc.co.uk

All futsal players will receive at least 4 hours of training a week and will 
represent Weston AFC in various competitions including the @Futsal League. 
Players will receive advice on injury management, nutrition, fitness and 
psychology to accompany the technical session. We have built a fixture 
programme to play against Professional Clubs and other National League Clubs.

Players will work in close quarters with our Futsal Coaches to develop skills in 
both playing and coaching Futsal. Futsal is one of the fastest growing sports 
in the country spurred on through purpose built arenas dotted throughout the 
country.

Where is it held?

Training is held on Churchill’s 3G as well as at the Woodspring Stadium training 
pitches. Matches are hosted at the purpose built @Futsal arena.

What will it cost?

For those choosing to bolt on additional work experience hours, there are no 
costs. For those wishing to make payments the FA Level 1 Coaching Award is 
£120 and the travel and training wear is £130. This includes, tracksuit, polo 
t-shirt, socks, shorts, training t-shirt and quarter zip jumper. These are supplied 
through NK Sports via the club shop at the Woodspring Stadium. 

Interested?

Places on this programme are limited as it is an elite programme looking to 
prepare the most talented young people in North Somerset for a career in sport. 
Once a conditional offer is made you must do everything you can to achieve the 
entry requirements for your chosen academic course.

Pre-season will begin in July and will include three training sessions a week. 



www.westonsmareafc.co.uk


